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DATABASES 
 
Most online databases are available from outside the library; go to our 
website www.PoudreLibraries.org and click on “Databases” tab to search 
these excellent literary and biography sources: 
 
Novelist Plus: Your Guide to Reading 
Search by author, title, series, or describe a plot 
Author Read-Alikes – suggestions of similar authors 
Award Winners – in all book genres 
Book Discussion Guides – great for book clubs, includes               

recommended discussion questions 
Feature Articles – on Christian fiction, mystery, science fiction, etc. 
Recommended Reads – reading suggestions in specific categories 

of books 
What We’re Reading – Novelist reviewers share their reading lists 
 
Books In Print 
The industry's largest Web-based bibliographic resource 
Search by title to find book reviews 
Brief author biographical facts 
Fiction Connection! helps you discover titles similar to books  

you already enjoy 
 
Biography Resource Center 
A comprehensive database of biographical information on over 

340,000 people from throughout history, around the world, and 
across all disciplines and subject areas 

Contains biographical information from books, magazines and 
newspapers, and websites 

MAGAZINES 
 
Bookmarks: For everyone who hasn't read everything 
 
Print magazine available at Main and Harmony libraries & online: 
www.bookmarksmagazine.com  (Some content is restricted to       
members.) 
Online database of book reviews from major newspapers and mag-

azines 
Browse the reviews published in the magazine by theme, era,    

rating, genre, and more 
Publishers' reading group guides 
 
New York Times Book Review 
 
Print magazine available at Main and Harmony libraries & online: 
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/books/ 
Home of THE bestseller list and literary reviews of the  
 latest books 
Search book reviews back to 1981 
Times Topics: Featured Authors: pulls together articles,              

reviews, and interviews with selected famous authors 
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Contemporary Authors 
Contemporary Authors provides complete biographical and  
bibliographical information and references on more than 120,000 
U.S. and international authors. 
Awards 
Career 
Media adaptations 
Personal information 
Sidelights 
List of writings by the author 
Further readings about the author 
 
Contemporary Literary Criticism 
Extensive collection of critical essays on contemporary authors 
Entries contain a biographical/critical introduction, listing of principal 

writings, and critical essays about the author’s works 
 
“More About This Book” 
This feature in our library catalog includes summary, excerpt, reviews, 
and author notes on a particular book title. 
 
INTERNET SITES 
 
What’s Next?  Books in Series 
http://ww2.kdl.org/libcat/WhatsNextNEW.asp 
Search this online database to find out the order of a fiction series.  A 
series is two or more books linked by character(s), settings, or other 
common traits.  (e.g. Sue Grafton's "A is for Alibi”, or the "Elm Creek 
Quilts" series by Jennifer Chiaverini) 
 
www.amazon.com 
A good source for book reviews including editorial reviews from many 
major review sources, magazines, and newspapers, as well as reviews 
and comments written by readers.  
 
www.BookSpot.com 
A mega site for book information online, this free resource center 
simplifies the search for the best book-related content on the Web.  
Featured sites are hand-selected by BookSpot.com editors and  
organized into intuitive categories, such as bestseller lists, genres, 
book reviews, electronic texts, book news and more. 

http://www.bookreporter.com/ 
With a wealth of useful resources  Bookreporter.com is a haven for  
bibliophiles and includes: book reviews, feature articles, award winners, 
author bibliographies, author profiles with biographical information and 
interviews, and a daily literary quote. 
 
www.ReadingGroupGuides.com 
This online community for reading groups includes how-to information 
on starting and running a book group.  The “Find a Guide” section can 
be browsed by author, title, or genre.  Each reading group guide  
includes a book summary, discussion questions, critical praise, author 
biography, and book excerpt. 
 
www.goodreads.com 
Free website for book lovers to get great book recommendations from 
people you know, keep track of what you’ve read and what you’d like to 
read, form a book club or discussion group, read reviews and peruse 
popular lists of books. 
 
www.indiebound.org 
This site of the American Booksellers Association promotes 
independent bookstores and includes inspired recommendations for 
reading groups, bestseller lists from indie stores, and the next list of 
predicted bestsellers. 
 
Online Literary Criticism Collection 
http://www.ipl.org/div/litcrit/ 
This collection provides links, selected by staff of the Internet Public 
Library, to online sources of biography, bibliography, and criticism about 
major authors and works written worldwide. Browse by author, title, 
nationality or literary period. 
 
BookBrowse: Your Guide to Exceptional Books 
http://www.bookbrowse.com/bclubs/ 
Book club section includes book club advice.  Individual book titles are 
described by: reviews, author biography and interview, reading guide, 
and excerpt.  (Some content is restricted to members.) 
 
www.google.com 
To find other authors that are similar to one that you already like, do an 
“If you like” search.  Ex.  “If you like Nevada Barr” 


