
Dear Parents: 
Today we used some of these books, fingerplays, and 
other materials in our toddler and preschool storytimes.   
Please continue helping your child develop a love for 
books and reading by sharing these rhymes, books, and 
other activities with your child. 

Books To Share 
 

‘Twas the Night Before Thanksgiving  

by Dav Pilkey  

I Know an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Pie  

by Alison Jackson 

This First Thanksgiving Day  

by Laura Krauss Melmed 

This Is the Turkey  

by Abby Levine 

Thanksgiving at the Tappletons’                      

by Eileen Spinelli 

Thanks for Thanksgiving  

by Julie Markes 

Thanksgiving is Here!  

by Diane Goode 

Over the River and Through the Wood 

by Lydia Maria Child 

What Is Thanksgiving?  

by Harriet Ziefert 

Thanksgiving Day 

by Anne Rockwell 

A Turkey for Thanksgiving  

by Eve Bunting 

The Ugly Pumpkin 

by Dave Horowitz 

Thanksgiving Mice! 

by Bethany Roberts 

Fun With Fingerplays and Songs 
 

Five Fat Turkeys 
5 fat turkeys standing by the door, 

1 hid in the barn, and then there were 4. 

4 fat turkeys under the tree, 

1 hid in its branches, and then there were 3. 

3 fat turkeys who didn’t know what to do, 

1 hid in the pig pen, and then there were 2. 

2 fat turkeys sitting in the sun, 

1 hid in the bushes, and then there was 1. 

1 fat turkey, sitting all alone, 

He ran away, and then there were none. 
 

If You’re a Turkey and You Know It 
(tune: “If You’re Happy and You Know It”) 

If you’re a turkey and you know it, give a gobble. 

If you’re a turkey and you know it, give a gobble. 

If you’re a turkey and you know it,  

Then you really ought to show it. 

If you’re a turkey and you know it, give a gobble. 
 

Repeat with: 

….shake your tail feathers 

….wag your wattle 
 

I’m a Little Turkey 
I’m a little turkey, gobble, gobble, gobble, 

Here is my tail and here is my wattle. 

Most of the year I stay and play. 

When Thanksgiving comes, I run away! 
 

The Turkey  
The turkey is a funny bird, 

Its head goes wobble, wobble. 

And all it knows is just one word, 

“Gobble, gobble, gobble!!” 
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Other Fun Things 
 

Turkey Tracks 
Ingredients: your family’s favorite flavor of cracker; 

cheese spread or softened cream cheese; and crunchy 

chow mein noodles 
 

How-to:  Spread the crackers with cheese, then arrange 

chow mein noodles atop each one to resemble a 3-toed 

turkey footprint.  

 

Where Did the Turkey Lay Its Egg? Game 
The leisurely pace of Turkey Day can be challenging 

for small celebrants. Keep spirits high with this fun 

game.  Try it post-dessert—adults can play while  

collapsed on the living room sofa.  

 

How to Play:  

To start, one player leaves the room while a plastic egg 

is hidden. The others then call that player back in the 

room and direct him/her toward the egg, saying 

"gobble, gobble" instead of "warmer" and "giblet,  

giblet" instead of "colder." Once the egg is found, a 

new “seeker” is named and the game repeats.  

The Turkey Ran Away 
(tune:  “Farmer in the Dell”) 

The turkey ran away 

Before Thanksgiving Day. 

He said, “They’ll make a roast of me 

If I decide to stay!” 
 

The cranberry ran away 

Before Thanksgiving Day. 

He said, “They’ll make a sauce of me 

If I decide to stay!” 
 

The pumpkin ran away 

Before Thanksgiving Day. 

He said, “They’ll make a pie of me 

If I decide to stay!” 

 

The Twelve Hours of Thanksgiving 
(tune: “The Twelve Days of Christmas”) 

In the first hour of Thanksgiving,  

my mama made for me 

One delicious turkey. 

In the second hour of Thanksgiving,  

my mama made for me 

Corn on the cob and one delicious turkey. 

…third hour: lovely green beans. 

…fourth hour: fluffy mashed potatoes. 

…fifth hour: cranberry sauce. 

…sixth hour: a big bowl of stuffing. 

…seventh hour: big, yummy biscuits. 

…eighth hour: a big bowl of gravy. 

…ninth hour: warm, tasty cornbread. 

…tenth hour: yummy orange carrots. 

…eleventh hour: a slice of pumpkin pie. 

…twelfth hour: a big bowl of ice cream. 

 

Gobble, Gobble Turkey  
Gobble, gobble turkey standing up so straight.  

(Stand up & flap arms.)  

Gobble, gobble turkey running through the gate. 

(Run in place.)   

Gobble, gobble turkey running all around.  

(Run in a circle.)  

Gobble, gobble turkey sitting on the ground.  

(Sit down.) 

Every Child Ready to Read @ Your Library® 
Learning to read begins before your child starts school.   

Help your children develop early literacy skills now; this makes it 

easier for children to learn to read once they begin school.  

Five of the best ways to help your child get ready to read are:  

  
 
 
 
If you would like more information, please ask the staff in the 

children’s area. 

Every Child Ready to Read® is a project of the Association for Library Service to 
Children and the Public Library Association, divisions of the American Library 
Association. 

 Talking 

 Singing 

 Reading 

 Writing 

 Playing 


