
Dear Parents: 
Today we used some of these books, fingerplays, and 
other materials in our toddler and preschool storytimes.   
Please continue helping your child develop a love for 
books and reading by sharing these rhymes, books, and 
other activities with your child. 

Books To Share 
 

All You Need for a Beach  
by Alice Schertle  
 

Twenty Yawns  
by Jane Smiley  
 

Duck & Goose Go to the Beach 
by Tad Hills 
 

Ladybug Girl at the Beach 
by David Soman 
 

Beach Feet 
by Kiyomi Konagaya 
 

Beach Feet 
by Kiyomi Konagaya 
 

A House for Hermit Crab 
by Eric Carle  
 

Saffron Ice Cream  
by Rashin Kheiriyeh 
 

Scaredy Squirrel at the Beach 
by Melanie Watt 
 

Aqualicious 
by Victoria Kann 
 

Bats At the Beach 
by Brian Lies 
 

Beach Tail 
by Karen Williams 
 

At the Beach 
by Anne Rockwell 
 

Fun With Fingerplays and Songs 
 

Five Little Seashells 
(Hold up hand with five fingers. With other hand, 
“swish away” the shells.) 
Five little seashells lying on the shore 
Swish went the waves, then there were four. 
Four little seashells, pretty as can be 
Swish went the waves, then there were three. 
Three little seashells all pearly new, 
Swish went the waves and then there were two. 
Two little seashells, shining in the sun, 
Swish went the waves and then there was one. 
 

Crabs are Crawling 
(Tune: “Frere Jacques”) 
Crabs are crawling, 
Crabs are crawling 
On the rocks, on the rocks. 
Watch out for their pinchers, 
Watch out for their pinchers, 
Snap, snap, snap 
Snap, snap, snap! 
 

Sing a Song of Seashells 
(Tune: “Sing a Song of Sixpence”) 
Sing a song of seashells,  
Waiting just for you,  
Some of them are shiny,  
Some are white and blue.  
When you pick a shell up,  
Hold it to your ear,  
If you're very quiet,  
An ocean you will hear! 
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Dear Parents and Caregivers: 
Our Toddler and Preschool storytimes celebrate the diversity of people, 
places, and more through books, fingerplays, and other materials.  Please 
continue helping your child develop a love for the world around them and 
a love for books and reading by sharing these rhymes, books, and other 
activities with your child. To learn more about our Storytime Values, 
please see https://read.poudrelibraries.org/kids/storytime.cfm 
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Other Fun Things 
 

Fishing Snack  
Needed: Blue napkins, small cups, pretzels, Goldfish 
crackers, peanut butter  
1. Open up napkin and place fish in the middle --  
    the napkin is the ocean.  
2. Have peanut butter in the cup -- this is the bait cup.  
3. Use pretzels for fishing rods. Dip in bait (peanut  
    butter) and catch a fish.  
4. Eat fish and bait.  
5. Keep fishing until all the fish are eaten.  
 

Fish in a Bottle  
Fill a clear plastic 2-liter bottle one-quarter full with 
water.  Add a few drops of blue food coloring. Blow up 
two small balloons, release most of the air and tie the 
ends closed.  Push the balloons into the bottle. Put glue 
around the rim of the bottle and screw the cap on tight-
ly. Let a child hold the bottle on its side and gently 
rock it back and forth to make the balloon fish swim. 
 
 
 
 

At the Beach 
(Full body rhyme, suit actions to words.) 
Ocean breezes blowing 
Our feet kick and splash! 
Ocean waves breaking 
On rocks with a crash. 
Boys finding seashells 
Girls digging sand, 
Friends building castles 
As high as they can. 
I stretch my arms out wide 
As far as they can reach 
Oh my! What fun 
On this day at the beach. 

 
My Shell, Shiny Shell 
My shell, shiny shell. 
   (cup hands to form shell, clap together; 
      turn hands from side to side) 
My shell, pretty little one. 
   (clap together; turn hands) 
I found it by the ocean.  
   (wave hands/shells up and down) 
My shell, pretty little one. 
   (clap together; turn hands) 
 

Pupu Hinuhinu (Hawaiian) 
Pupu hinuhinu, 
Pupu hinuhinu e,  
O ke kahakai kahakai e,  
Pupu hinuhinu e. 

 
We're Going to the Beach 
(Tune: “Farmer in the Dell”) 
We're going to the beach, 
We're going to the beach. 
I think we'll see a seashell there! 
We're going to the beach. 
(Substitute seashell with other items  
and creatures found at the beach.)  

Every Child Ready to Read @ Your Library® 
Learning to read begins before your child starts school.   
Help your children develop early literacy skills now; this makes it 
easier for children to learn to read once they begin school.  
Five of the best ways to help your child get ready to read are:  

  
 
 
 
If you would like more information, please ask the staff in the 
children’s area. 

Every Child Ready to Read® is a project of the Association for Library Service to 
Children and the Public Library Association, divisions of the American Library 
Association. 
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