
Dear Parents: 
Today we used some of these books, fingerplays, and 
other materials in our storytime for ages four and up.   
Please continue helping your child develop a love for 
books and reading by sharing these rhymes, books, and 
other activities with your child. 

Books To Share 
 

All You Need for a Beach  

by Alice Schertle  
 

Pebble: A Story About Belonging   

by Susan Milord   
 

Beach 

by Elisha Cooper  
 

Mermaid Dreams 

by Mark Sperring    
 

One White Wishing Stone  

by Doris K. Gayzagian   
 

Beach Feet 

by Kiyomi Konagaya 
 

A House for Hermit Crab 

by Eric Carle  
 

Bats At the Beach 

by Brian Lies 
 

Beach Day 

by Karen Roosa 
 

Swimmy 

by Leo Lionni  
 

Down By the Bay 

by Raffi  

Fun With Fingerplays and Songs 
 

Five Little Seashells 
(Hold up hand with five fingers. With other hand, 

“swish away” the shells.) 

Five little seashells lying on the shore 

Swish went the waves, then there were four. 

Four little seashells, pretty as can be 

Swish went the waves, then there were three. 

Three little seashells all pearly new, 

Swish went the waves and then there were two. 

Two little seashells, shining in the sun, 

Swish went the waves and then there was one. 

 

Crabs are Crawling 
(Tune: “Frere Jacques”) 

Crabs are crawling, 

Crabs are crawling 

On the rocks, on the rocks. 

Watch out for their pinchers, 

Watch out for their pinchers, 

Snap, snap, snap 

Snap, snap, snap! 

 

Sing a Song of Seashells 

(Tune: “Sing a Song of Sixpence”) 

Sing a song of seashells,  

Waiting just for you,  

Some of them are shiny,  

Some are white and blue.  

When you pick a shell up,  

Hold it to your ear,  

If you're very quiet,  

An ocean you will hear! 
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Other Fun Things 
 

Fishing Snack  
Needed: Blue napkins, small cups, pretzels, Goldfish 

crackers, peanut butter  

1. Open up napkin and place fish in the middle --  

    the napkin is the ocean.  

2. Have peanut butter in the cup -- this is the bait cup.  

3. Use pretzels for fishing rods. Dip in bait (peanut  

    butter) and catch a fish.  

4. Eat fish and bait.  

5. Keep fishing until all the fish are eaten.  

 

Fish in a Bottle  
Fill a clear plastic 2-liter bottle one-quarter full with 

water.  Add a few drops of blue food coloring. Blow up 

two small balloons, release most of the air and tie the 

ends closed.  Push the balloons into the bottle. Put glue 

around the rim of the bottle and screw the cap on tight-

ly. Let a child hold the bottle on its side and gently 

rock it back and forth to make the balloon fish swim. 

 

 

 

At the Beach 
(Full body rhyme, suit actions to words.) 

Ocean breezes blowing 

Our feet kick and splash! 

Ocean waves breaking 

On rocks with a crash. 

Boys finding seashells 

Girls digging sand, 

Friends building castles 

As high as they can. 

I stretch my arms out wide 

As far as they can reach 

Oh my! What fun 

On this day at the beach. 

 

Once I Caught a Fish Alive 
One two three four five 

(Count on fingers.) 

Once I caught a fish alive 

(Place hands on top of each other, thumbs out.) 

Six, seven, eight, nine, ten. 

(Count fingers.) 

Then I let him go again. 

(“Throw” fish back.) 

Why did I let him go? 

(Shrug, throw hands apart, palms up.) 

Because he bit my finger so. 

(Shake hand.) 

Which one did he bite? 

(Hold up five fingers.) 

The little finger on the right. 

(Grab hold of little finger on right hand.) 

 

We're Going to the Beach 

(Tune: “Farmer in the Dell”) 

We're going to the beach, 

We're going to the beach. 

I think we'll see a seashell there! 

We're going to the beach. 

(Substitute seashell with other items  

and creatures found at the beach.)  

Every Child Ready to Read @ Your Library® 
Learning to read begins before your child starts school.   

Help your children develop early literacy skills now; this makes it 

easier for children to learn to read once they begin school.  

Five of the best ways to help your child get ready to read are:  

  
 
 
 
If you would like more information, please ask the staff in the 

children’s area. 

Every Child Ready to Read® is a project of the Association for Library Service to 
Children and the Public Library Association, divisions of the American Library 
Association. 

 Talking 

 Singing 

 Reading 

 Writing 

 Playing 


