
Dear Parents: 
Today we used some of these books, fingerplays, and 
other materials in our toddler and preschool storytimes.   
Please continue helping your child develop a love for 
books and reading by sharing these rhymes, books, and 
other activities with your child. 

Books To Share 
 

My First Kwanzaa Book  

by Deborah M. Newton Chocolate 
 

It’s Hanukkah!  

by Santiago Cohen 
 

Li’l Rabbit’s Kwanzaa  

by Donna Washington 
 

Winter Lights: A Season in Poems & Quilts  

by Anna Grossnickle Hines 
 

Light the Candles: A Hanukkah  

Lift-the-Flap Book  

by Joan Holub 
 

Suzy Goose and the Christmas Star 

by Petr Horáček 
 

How Do Dinosaurs Say Happy Chanukah? 

by Jane Yolen 
 

Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star 

by Jane Taylor; illustrated by Jerry Pinkney 
 

This Is the Dreidel  

by Abby Levine 
 

Dream Snow  

by Eric Carle 
 

Dusk 

by Uri Shulevitz 
 

Jingle Bells  

by Iza Trapani 

Fun With Fingerplays and Songs 
 

Holidays of Lights 
(Tune:  “Jingle Bells”) 

Christmas, Kwanzaa, Hanukkah – 

Holidays of lights. 

Time to sing and celebrate, 

Gifts and cards to write. 
 

Christmas, Kwanzaa, Hanukkah – 

Seasons of delight. 

Decorations to put up – 

What a pretty sight! 
 

Lighting All the Candles 
(Tune: “I’ve Been Working on the Railroad”) 

I am lighting all the candles, 

On this Winter night. 

I am lighting all the candles, 

To see them burning bright. 

Flicker, flicker, little candles. 

Fill me with your glow. 

Now the time has come to count them. 

Ready, set, and go! 

 

Holiday Light 
(Tune: “I’m a Little Teapot”) 

I’m a little light bulb 

Round and bright. 

Here is my twinkle, 

Oh, what a sight! 

On a holiday 

Just plug me in, 

And watch me blink 

Again and again! 
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Other Fun Things 
 

Edible Menorah or Kinara 
What you need: 

Bread 

Cream cheese 

Pretzels  

Raisins 

What to do: 

Spread cream cheese on the bread. Arrange pretzels on 

the  cream cheese to be the  candles.  Add raisins to 

each “candle” to be the flames. 

 

Drawing with Candles 

What you need: 

white candles  

white paper  

very thinned-down paint  

What you do: 

 Draw with a white candle 

onto white paper.   

(If you  wish, you may 

precut the paper into   

a menorah, a kinara, or a 

candle shape.) 

 Tilt the paper to see the 

faint white marks.  

 Using the thinned-down paint, paint the entire 

paper. Surprise!  The candle wax resists the paint 

and your picture magically appears. 

Counting Candles 
One little, two little, three little candles, 

Four little, five little, six little candles, 

Seven little, eight little, nine little candles. 

The ninth one is the shammash. 
 

Nine little, eight little, seven little candles, 

Six little, five little, four little candles, 

Three little, two little, one little candle 

In our Hanukkah menorah. 

 

Hanukkah Is Coming 
Hanukkah is coming soon, 

Light each menorah light. 

One, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight. 

One for every night. 

 

Light the Candles 
(Tune: “Frere Jacques”) 

Light the candles, light the candles, 

This Kwanzaa night, this Kwanzaa night. 

We celebrate our people, we celebrate our people. 

With their light, with their light. 

 

Kwanzaa Candle Song 
(Tune: “Farmer in the Dell”) 

The red candles shine, 

The red candles shine, 

When it’s time for Kwanzaa 

The red candles shine. 

 

The green candles shine, 

The green candles shine, 

When it’s time for Kwanzaa 

The green candles shine. 

 

The black candle shines, 

The black candle shines, 

When it’s time for Kwanzaa 

The black candle shines. 

Every Child Ready to Read @ Your Library® 
Learning to read begins before your child starts school.   

Help your children develop early literacy skills now; this makes it 

easier for children to learn to read once they begin school.  

Five of the best ways to help your child get ready to read are:  

  
 
 
 

If you would like more information, please ask the staff in the 

children’s area. 

Every Child Ready to Read® is a project of the Association for Library Service to 
Children and the Public Library Association, divisions of the American Library 
Association. 

 Talking 

 Singing 

 Reading 

 Writing 

 Playing 


