
Dear Parents: 
Today we used some of these books, fingerplays, and 
other materials in our toddler and preschool storytimes.   
Please continue helping your child develop a love for 
books and reading by sharing these rhymes, books, and 
other activities with your child. 

Books To Share 
 

Zomo the Rabbit  

by Gerald McDermott 
 

The Ugly Duckling  

by Rachel Isadora 
 

Papa, Do You Love Me?  

by Barbara M. Joosse 
 

Water Hole Waiting  

by Jane Kurtz and Christopher Kurtz 
 

For You Are a Kenyan Child  

by Kelly Cunnane 
 

Rain  

by Manya Stojic 
 

Cool Time Song  

by Carole Lexa Schaefer 
 

We’re Going on a Lion Hunt  

by David Axtell 
 

Kidogo  

by Anik McCrory 
 

Over in the Grasslands  

by Anna Wilson and Alison Bartlett 

Fun With Fingerplays and Songs 
 

Lion Song 
(Tune: “I'm a Little Teapot”) 

I'm a little lion on the plain, 

Here is my tail, here is my mane. 

When I get excited you will see,  

just how loud my roar can be. 

I'm a predator on my feet. 

Here are my claws, 

Here are my teeth. 

When you come to Africa  

You will see,  

Just the place that I will be. 
 

Giraffe 

A giraffe is as tall as tall can be. 

(stretch arms way up) 

He eats leaves right off trees.  

(open and close hands of out-stretched arms) 

His legs are long and his neck is too. 

(point to legs and neck) 

And he can run faster than me or you. 

(run in place) 
 

Went to the Jungle One Day  
(tune: “London Bridge is Falling Down”) 

I went to the jungle one day,  

jungle one day, jungle one day.  

I saw a lion on the way and this is what he said, 

"ROAR!" 

(Keep adding other jungle animals and their sounds!) 
 

 
 



Main Library  

201 Peterson   
 

 
 
 

Council Tree Library 

2733 Council Tree Avenue  
 

Harmony Library 

4616 South Shields 
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Other Fun Things 
 

Rain Shakers 
First color rice by filling a gallon size zip lock bag 1/4 

full drip about 4 drops of desired color of food coloring 

on the rice, close the bag and knead until you get the 

desired color. Make around four or five different col-

ors. Take an empty 20 oz. clear plastic bottle and fill it 

1/4 full of colored rice. Close the lid tight. Have the 

children shake their rain shakers all together and it 

sounds like it's raining in your jungle! 

 

Drums 
Make drums from things you already have such as an 

empty oatmeal box or other boxes, coffee cans, or  

popcorn tins.  Pans make great drums too.  

Use wooden or plastic spoons as the drumsticks. 
 

 

 

 

 

Every Child Ready to Read 
Our storytimes include the six early literacy skills that  

children need before they start school to become  

successful readers.  The six skills are: 

  
 
 
 

 Vocabulary  

 Print Awareness 

 Narrative Skills  

 Print Motivation  

 Letter Knowledge  

 Phonological Awareness   

Elephant Poem 
Way down south where bananas grow,  

A grasshopper stepped on an elephant's toe.  

The elephant cried with tears in his eyes, 

“Pick on somebody your own size!” 

 

I'm a Little Monkey 
(Tune: “I'm a Little Teapot”) 

I'm a little monkey in the tree,  

Swinging by my tail so merrily.  

I can leap and fly from tree to tree.  

I have lots of fun you see. 

I'm a little monkey watch me play,  

Munching on bananas every day.  

Lots of monkey friends to play with me,  

We have fun up in the tree.  

 

I'm a Little Zebra  
(Tune: “I'm a Little Teapot”)  

I'm a little zebra,  

White and black.  

Big bushy mane, 

Riding down my back.  

I like to gallop 

And run and play, 

Out on the African plains all day. 


