
Dear Parents: 
Today we used some of these books, fingerplays, and 
other materials in our toddler and preschool storytimes.   
Please continue helping your child develop a love for 
books and reading by sharing these rhymes, books, and 
other activities with your child. 

Books To Share 
 

The Fish Is Me:  Bathtime Rhymes 
selected by Neil Philip 
 

Bubble Bath Pirates 
by Jarrett Krosoczka 
 

Cowpoke Clyde and His Dirty Dawg 
by Lori Mortensen 
 

Mrs, Wishy Washy’s Farm 
by Joy Cowley 
 

Harry the Dirty Dog 
by Gene Zion 
 

How to Wash a Woolly Mammoth 
by Michelle Robinson 
 

King Bidgood’s in the Bathtub 
by Audrey Wood 
 

Dog’s Colorful Day 
by Emma Dodd 
 

The Lady With the Alligator Purse 
adapted and illustrated by Nadine Bernard Westcott 
 

Pirates Don’t Take Baths 
by John Segal 
 

Around the World in a Bathtub 
by Wade Bradford 
 

Hogwash 
by Karma Wilson 
 

Pigeon Needs a Bath 
by Mo Willems 

 
 
 

Fun With Fingerplays and Songs 
 

Bubbly Bubbly Bubble Bath 
Bubbly bubbly bubble bath,  (Wiggle ten fingers) 
Filled to the top,  (Raise fingers overhead) 
Listen to the bubbly bubbles   (Cup hand to ear) 
Pop! Pop! Pop!  (Clap three times) 
 

Tiny Tim  
I had a little turtle,  
(make turtle with fist – thumb is the head) 
His name was Tiny Tim. 
I put him in the bathtub  
(toss fist with other hand) 
To see if he could swim.  
(make turtle swim up and down)  
He drank up all the water. (glub, glub) 
He ate up all the soap. (munch, munch)  
And when he woke up the next morning, 
He had bubbles in his throat  
(make bubbly noises) 
 

Float My Boat 
(Tune: “Row, Row, Row Your Boat”) 

Float, float, float my boat, 
In a soapy tub. 
Together we are getting clean, 
Rub-a-dub-a-dub. 
 

Washing 
(Tune:  “Head, Shoulders, Knees, and Toes”) 

Wash your head, and shoulders,  
Knees and toes, knees and toes. 
Wash your head, and shoulders, 
Knees and toes, knees and toes. 
Eyes and ears and mouth and nose. 
Wash your head, and shoulders, 
Knees and toes, knees and toes. 
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Caregivers: 
Our Toddler and Preschool storytimes celebrate the diversity of people, 
places, and more through books, fingerplays, and other materials.   
Please continue helping your child develop a love for the world around 
them and a love for books and reading by sharing these rhymes, 
books, and other activities with your child. To learn more about our  
Storytime Values, please see https://read.poudrelibraries.org/kids/
storytime.cfm 

https://read.poudrelibraries.org/kids/storytime.cfm
https://read.poudrelibraries.org/kids/storytime.cfm
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Other Fun Things 
 

Paint Your Bath 
Finger painting is fun, but messy. Here’s a recipe for 
bathtub finger paint that will not only be fun, but will 
clean up your child at the same time. 
Materials: 
1/3 cup mild dish detergent 
1 tablespoon cornstarch 
Mix ingredients together until well-blended. Divide 
into small plastic or metal containers. Stir in a few 
drops of food coloring. 
Your child can paint herself, the tiles around the tub, 
and the tub itself. 
 

Foam Bath  
Use unscented shaving cream as a great finger paint for 
the tub.  It's super easy to clean up afterwards!  You 
can even color it with a drop of food coloring or    
washable paint.   
 

Craft Foam Bath Stickers 
Cut-out boats, ducks, and other fun bath items from 
colored craft foam.  Have your child arrange and count 
them on the tub or tile as they play and wash. 

After My Bath 
After my bath…I try, try, try 
To wipe myself till I’m dry, dry, dry  
(pretend to rub body with a towel) 
Hands to wipe and fingers and toes 
(point to body parts) 
Two wet legs and one shiny nose   
(point to body parts) 
Just think how much less time it would take 
If I were a dog and could shake, shake, shake!  
(shake whole body) 
 

This is the Way We Wash 
(Tune:  “Here We Go ‘Round the Mulberry Bush”) 

This is the way we wash our hair,  
(pretend to wash hair) 
Wash our hair, wash our hair 
This is the way we wash our hair, 
Earl-y in the morning. 
(continue with other verses and actions) 
This is the way we wash our arms... 
This is the way we scrub our backs... 
This is the way we wash our knees... 
This is the way we scrub our feet... 
Don't forget behind your ears.... 
 

Elephants in the Bathtub 
One elephant in the bathtub (hold up one finger) 
Going for a swim (motion to swim) 
Knock, knock (clap twice) 
Splash, splash (slap knees twice) 
Come on in!  
(motion with hand to come in) 
 

Two elephants in the bathtub… 
Three elephants in the bathtub… 
Four elephants in the bathtub… 
 

Five elephants in the bathtub (hold up 5 fingers) 
Going for a swim (motion to swim) 
Knock, knock (clap twice) 
Splash, splash (slap knees twice) 
They all fell in!                          
(motion to dive in) 
  

Every Child Ready to Read @ Your Library® 
Learning to read begins before your child starts school.   
Help your children develop early literacy skills now; this makes it 
easier for children to learn to read once they begin school.  
Five of the best ways to help your child get ready to read are:  

  
 
 
 
If you would like more information, please ask the staff in the 
children’s area. 

Every Child Ready to Read® is a project of the Association for Library Service to 
Children and the Public Library Association, divisions of the American Library 
Association. 

 Talking 
 Singing 
 Reading 
 Writing 

 Playing 
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