
Dear Parents: 
Today we used some of these books, fingerplays, and 
other materials in our toddler and preschool storytimes.   
Please continue helping your child develop a love for 
books and reading by sharing these rhymes, books, and 
other activities with your child. 

Books To Share 
 

The Night Before Christmas 

illustrated by Jan Brett 
 

When Posey Peeked at Christmas 

by Ann Dixon 
 

Santa’s Stuck 

by Rhonda Gowler Greene 
 

Olivia Helps with Christmas 

by Ian Falconer 
 

The Gingerbread Pirates 

by Kristin Kladstrup 
 

Christmas Tree!   

by Wendell and Florence Minor 
 

Minerva Louise on Christmas Eve 

by Janet Morgan Stoeke 
 

Mortimer’s Christmas Manger 

by Karma Wilson 
 

Splendiferous Christmas 

by Jane O’Connor 
 

How Do Dinosaurs Say Merry Christmas? 

by Jane Yolen 
 

If You Take a Mouse to the Movies 

by Laura Numeroff 
 

Polar Express 

by James Van Allsburg 
 

Jingle Bells 

by Iza Trapani 

Fun With Fingerplays and Songs 
 

Ring the Bells  
(tune: "London Bridge") 

Ring the bells, it's Christmas time, 

Christmas time, 

Christmas time. 

Ring the bells, it's Christmas time, 

Merry Christmas time! 
 

Additional Verses 

*Play the drums, it's Christmas time 

*Tap the sticks, it's Christmas time 

*Clap your hands, it's Christmas time 

 

Santa Claus Will Soon Be Here 
Santa Claus will soon be here,  

(pretend to tap watch) 

So stamp your feet and give a cheer!  

(stomp feet and raise fist in air) 

His elves have been working  

(pretend to hammer) 

Both day and night, 

So he'll be ready for that Christmas flight!  

(hold arms out like plane) 

Oh, yes, I see him!  He's ready to go!  

(shade eyes with hand) 

Can you hear him? Ho, ho, ho!  

(cup behind ear) 

 

The Christmas Tree Song 
(tune:  “The Wheels on the Bus”) 

The balls on the tree are red and green,  

(left then right hand out front palm up)  

Red and green, red and green, (same actions)  

The balls on the tree are red and green (same action)  

On Christmas Day.  
 

Additional verses: lights/go on and off; popcorn/good to eat; star/up on top 
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Other Fun Things 
 

Pipe Cleaner Wreath 
Thread red beads onto a green pipe cleaner and twist 

ends together, spacing beads evenly around 

wreath.  Use a piece of red pipe cleaner or red ribbon to 

create bow.  Simply hang over ends of branches on the 

tree; no need for a hanger. 
 

Christmas Card Ornaments 
Old Christmas cards make nice ornaments.  Have your 

child select a scene or picture from a card.  Trace a  

circle around the scene with a round template.  Help 

your child cut out the circle and punch a hole at the top 

of the ornament.  Loop a ribbon through the hole, and 

hang on tree. 
 

Reindeer Handprint 
Pour a small amount of 

brown tempera paint onto   

a small paper plate.  Paint 

one of your child’s hands 

and have child stamp it   

onto a piece of white      

construction paper.  Wash 

hand with soap and water, 

making lots of bubbles.   

After the paint has dried, 

decorate the nose with a red marker, draw antlers with 

a brown marker, and glue on wiggle eyes. 

 

 

 

 

Eight Little Reindeer 
Eight little reindeer beside Santa’s sleigh, 

Getting hitched up to fly away.  

(Hold up eight fingers, four on each hand.) 

The first one said, “We can’t be late.”  (Wiggle first finger.) 

The second one said, “Christmas won’t wait.”   

(Wiggle second finger.) 

The third one said, “The sleigh’s full of toys…”   

(Wiggle third finger.) 

The fourth one said, “For all the girls and boys.”   

(Wiggle fourth finger.) 

The fifth one said, “I’m ready to fly…”   

(Wiggle fifth finger.) 

The sixth one said, “Across the evening sky.”   

(Wiggle sixth finger.) 

The seventh one said, “Look, it’s starting to snow.”   

(Wiggle seventh finger.) 

The eighth one said, “I think it’s time to go.”   

(Wiggle eighth finger.) 

“Ready?” asked Santa.  “It’s almost Christmas Day.” 

And off they flew – up, up, and away!   

(Fly all eight fingers upward.) 
 

Reindeer Pokey 
(tune: "The Hokey Pokey") 

You put your antlers in; you put your antlers out. 

You put you antlers in and you shake them all about. 

You do the Reindeer Pokey and you turn yourself around. 

That's what it's all about! 
 

Additional Verses: 

You put your hooves in.... 

You put your red nose in.... 

You put your fluffy tail in... 

You put your reindeer body in… 
 

Let’s All Do a Little Clapping 
(tune:  “We Wish You a Merry Christmas”) 

Let’s all do a little clapping, let’s all do a little clapping, 

Let’s all do a little clapping, and spread Christmas cheer. 

(Additional activities:  jumping, twirling, stretching, ...) 
 

Here Is the Chimney 

Here is the chimney.  (make fist, enclose thumb) 

Here is the top.    

(palm of hand on top of fist) 

Open the lid,  

(remove hand quickly) 

And out Santa will pop.  

(pop up thumb) 

Every Child Ready to Read @ Your Library® 
Learning to read begins before your child starts school.   

Help your children develop early literacy skills now; this makes it 

easier for children to learn to read once they begin school.  

Five of the best ways to help your child get ready to read are:  

  
 
 
 
If you would like more information, please ask the staff in the 

children’s area. 

Every Child Ready to Read® is a project of the Association for Library Service to 
Children and the Public Library Association, divisions of the American Library 
Association. 

 Talking 

 Singing 

 Reading 

 Writing 

 Playing 


