
Books To Share 
 

Tree Ring Circus  
by Adam Rex 
 

Song of the Circus  
by Lois Duncan 
 

Painted Circus  
by Wallace Edwards 
 

Sidewalk Circus  
by Paul Fleischman 
 

You See a Circus, I See...  
by Mike Downs 
 

Barnyard Big Top  
by Jill Kastner 
 

Tightrope Poppy the High-Wire Pig  
by Sudipta Bardhan-Quallen 
 

Miss Bindergarten Plans a Circus with  
Kindergarten  
by Joseph Slate 
 

If I Ran the Circus  
by Dr. Seuss 
 

Sandy’s Circus  
by Tanya Lee Stone 
 

Circus  
by Lois Ehlert 
 

Circus Family Dog 
by Andrew Clements 

Fun With Fingerplays and Songs 
 

Take Me Out To The Circus    
(tune: “Take Me Out to the Ballgame”) 
Take me out to the circus. 
Take me out to the show. 
Buy me some peanuts and Cracker Jack 
I don't care if I ever get back 
‘Cause it's clap, clap, clap for the jugglers, 
and laugh, laugh, laugh for the clowns 
For it's one, two, three rings of fun at the old big top. 
 
Five Big Elephants 
Five big elephants oh, what a sight, 
(Hold up 5 fingers.) 
Swinging their trunks from left to right. 
(Use arm over nose to simulate moving trunk.) 
Four are followers, and one is the king. 
(Hold up 4 fingers in one hand and 1 in the other.) 
They all walk around in the circus ring. 
(Walk in a circle.) 
 
Did You Ever See A Clown   
(tune: “Did You Ever See A Lassie?”) 
Did you ever see a clown, 
A clown, a clown? 
Did you ever see a clown 
Move this way and that? 
Move this way and that way, 
Move this way and that way. 
Did you ever see a clown 
Move this way and that?   
 

Dear Parents: 
Today we used some of these books, fingerplays, and 
other materials in our storytime for ages four and up.   
Please continue helping your child develop a love for 
books and reading by sharing these rhymes, books, and 
other activities with your child. 



IR/CC 08/09 

Other Fun Things 
 

Clown Nose Snack 
You’ll need: 
2 envelopes of unflavored gelatin 
4 cups of cranberry juice 
 
To Make: 
In saucepan, bring 2 cups of juice to boil.  Pour the 
gelatin in a bowl and slowly stir in hot juice. Stir until 
all gelatin is dissolved.  Add 2 cups of cold juice and 
stir.  Pour into a pan and refrigerate until firm.  Using a 
melon ball scoop, make clown noses for everyone. 
 
Circus Trainer Exercises 
You and your little animal trainer can practice forward 
throwing skills using a hula hoop and stuffed animals.  
While you hold the hula hoop, your child can throw 
stuffed animals through.  Once your animals have been 
trained, it’s time to walk the tight rope.  Place a piece 
of masking tape on the floor in a straight line.  Your 
child will love improving his/her balance while  
walking the tight rope. 
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Every Child Ready to Read 
Our storytimes include the six early literacy skills that  
children need before they start school to become  
successful readers.  The six skills are: 
  
 
 
 
If you would like more information, please ask the staff 
in the children’s area. 

• Vocabulary  
• Print Awareness 
• Narrative Skills  

• Print Motivation  
• Letter Knowledge  
• Phonological Awareness   

Circus Song  
(tune: “I’ve been working on the Railroad”)  
I am walking through the circus, 
Happy as can be. 
I am walking through the circus, 
Just to see what I can see. 
I can see the clown laughing. 
I can see the elephant, too. 
I can see the lion sleeping. 
Look out! He sees you.     
ROAR!  
 
Under the Big Top  
Under the Big Top, what will I see? 
Look, there's an elephant smiling at me. 
Behind the elephant, what will I see? 
Look there's a bear dancing for me. 
Behind the bear, what will I see? 
Look a wild lion is roaring at me. 
Behind the lion, what will I see? 
A little seal doing tricks for me.  
 
Tight Rope Walker 
(Suit actions to words.) 
While the band is playing, 
Back and forth I go. 
High above the people, 
Sitting far below. 
While the crowd is cheering, 
I sway from side to side. 
Now my act is over, 
Down the pole I slide. 
 
I Wish I Were a Circus Clown 
I wish I were a circus clown, 
With a smile so wide and eyes so round. 
With pointed hat and funny nose, 
And polka dots upon my clothes. 


