
Dear Parents: 
Today we used some of these books, fingerplays, and 
other materials in our toddler and preschool storytimes.   
Please continue helping your child develop a love for 
books and reading by sharing these rhymes, books, and 
other activities with your child. 

Fun With Fingerplays and Songs 
 

The Pumpkin on the Vine 
The pumpkin on the vine, 

The pumpkin on the vine, 

I picked the one that weighed a ton 

And that’s the one that’s mine! 

 

Old MacDonald Went Trick or Treating 
(tune: “Old MacDonald Had a Farm”) 

Old MacDonald went trick or treating – EIEIO 

And when he did, he met a werewolf – EIEIO 

With a HOWL here and a HOWL there, 

Here a HOWL, there a HOWL, everywhere a HOWL. 

Old MacDonald went trick or treating – EIEIO 
 

Repeat with: 

Bat – FLAP, FLAP 

Witch – HEE, HEE 

Ghost – BOO, BOO 
 

The Hooky Spooky 
(the Halloween version of “The Hokey Pokey”) 

You put your right arm in. 

You put your right arm out. 

You put your right arm in 

And you shake it all about. 

You do the Hooky Spooky. 

Turn around and shout, 

“It's Halloween...you better watch out!” 

 

Repeat with: 

left arm, right leg, left leg, head, etc. and end with a 

very loud “BOO!” 

 

Books To Share 
 

Trick or Treat?  

by Bill Martin, Jr. 

Five Little Pumpkins 

by Iris Van Rynbach 

The Little Old Lady Who Was Not Afraid         

of Anything  

by Linda Williams 

The Bumpy Little Pumpkin  

by Margery Cuyler 

The Three Bears’ Halloween 

by Kathy Duval 

And Then Comes Halloween  

by Tom Brenner 

There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Bat  

by Lucille Colandro 

Mouse’s First Halloween 

by Lauren Thompson 

T. Rex Trick-or-Treats  

by Lois Grambling 

Just Say Boo  

by Susan Hood 

Los Gatos Black on Halloween  

by Marisa Montes 

Big Pumpkin  

by Erica Silverman 
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Other Fun Things 
 

Witch Hat Cookies 
Supplies to make one cookie:   

fudge-striped cookie, Hershey Kiss candy, gel frosting 

in purple, green, or orange 
 

Directions: 

Turn cookie upside-down on a plate.  Using a little of 

the frosting, "glue" the unwrapped Kiss to the center of 

the cookie.  Use the frosting to add a little bow or other 

decoration. 

 

Spooky Bathroom Decorations  
Toilet Paper Pumpkins:   

Using a couple of bright  

orange sheets of tissue paper, wrap a full roll of toilet 

paper and tuck the excess into the toilet paper tube.  

Add some green construction paper leaves and curling 

ribbon sticking out of the top hole so it looks like a 

pumpkin. 
 

Ghostly Tissues:   

Cover a cube-shaped tissue box with gray construction 

paper.  Using the same paper, draw and cut out the 

shape of a gravestone that will cover the front of the 

box.  Color it with crayons to decorate the gravestone 

and add lettering such as "R.I.P.,” "Boo," "Trick or 

Treat," or whatever saying you'd prefer.  Glue the 

gravestone to the front of the tissue box.  Pull one of 

the tissues out of the top and add a face with a black 

marker to the top of the tissue so it looks like a ghost. 

Five Little Jack-o-Lanterns 
Five little jack-o-lanterns sitting on a gate, 

(Hold up five fingers.) 

Said the first little jack-o-lantern, 

“Oh my, it’s getting late.” 

(Wiggle pinky.) 

Said the second little jack-o-lantern, 

“I see a witch in the air.” 

(Wiggle ring finger.) 

Said the third little jack-o-lantern, 

“Who goes there?” 

(Wiggle middle finger.) 

Said the fourth little jack-o-lantern, 

“Let’s run and run and run!” 

(Wiggle index finger.) 

Said the fifth little jack-o-lantern, 

“Oh, it’s time for Halloween fun.” 

(Wiggle thumb.) 

Then “poof” went the wind and out went the light, 

And away ran all five jack-o-lanterns on Halloween 

night. 

(Wiggle all five fingers and hide them behind your 

back.) 

 

Hey, Ho, Halloween Night 
I saw a scary monster. 

He made me jump with fright.  

(Jump up.) 

Hey, ho, hey, ho, 

Such a scary sight! 
 

I heard a moaning skeleton 

And ran away in fright.  

(Run in place.) 

Hey, ho, hey ho, 

Such a scary night! 
 

I spied a spooky ghost 

And spun around in fright.  

(Spin in a circle.) 

Hey, ho, hey ho, 

Such a scary night! 

Boo! 

Every Child Ready to Read @ Your Library® 
Learning to read begins before your child starts school.   

Help your children develop early literacy skills now; this makes it 

easier for children to learn to read once they begin school.  

Five of the best ways to help your child get ready to read are:  

  
 
 
If you would like more information, please ask the staff in the 

children’s area. 

Every Child Ready to Read® is a project of the Association for Library Service to 
Children and the Public Library Association, divisions of the American Library 
Association. 
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