
Dear Parents and Caregivers: 
Our Toddler and Preschool storytimes celebrate the diversity of people, 
places, and more through books, fingerplays, and other materials.  Please 
continue helping your child develop a love for the world around them and a 
love for books and reading by sharing these rhymes, books, and other  
activities with your child. To learn more about our Storytime Values, please 
see https://read.poudrelibraries.org/kids/storytime.cfm. 

Books To Share 
 
I’ll Love You Till the Cows Come Home 
by Kathryn Cristaldi 
 

Hair Love 
by Matthew A. Cherry 
 

How to Light Your Dragon 
by Didier Levy 
 

Love You Head to Toe 
by Ashley Barron 
 

Guess How Much I Love You All Year Round 
by Sam McBratney 
 

How Do Dinosaurs Say I Love You?  
by Jane Yolen  
 

Kitchen Dance 
by Maurie Manning 
 

The Wonderful Things You Will Be 
by Emily Martin 
 

Maybe Something Beautiful 
by F. Isabel Campoy 
 

I Am Famous 
by Tara Luebbe 
 

Jessica’s Box 
by Peter Carnavas 
 

Love You More Than Anything 
By Anna Harber Freeman 
 

The Shape of My Heart 
by Mark Sperring 
 

 

Fun With Fingerplays and Songs 
 

 
I Have a Little Heart 
I have a little heart  
 (Place hand over heart.) 
And it goes thump, thump, thump. 
 (Pat chest with fingers.) 
And it keeps right on beating 
When I jump, jump, jump. 
 (Jump in place.) 
I get a special feeling 
 (Hug your shoulders.) 
When I look at you. 
 (Point to children.) 
It makes me want to give you a kiss!  (Blow a kiss.)  
Or two!  (Blow another kiss.) 
 
I Love Ice Cream 
I like ice cream. Yes I do! 
One scoop for me? 
No! Make it two! 
Hmmm two scoops of ice cream, 
I want more 
How about three? 
No, make that four! 
How about another to make five? 
They stack like bricks. 
Add another and that makes six! 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 

 
 

Star Light, Star Bright 
Star light, star bright,  
First star I see tonight,  
I wish I may, I wish I might,  
Have this wish for you tonight. 
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Other Fun Things 
 

Handprint Heart 
Materials:  red, pink, and/or white construction paper; 
scissors; glue stick; tempera paint - red or white;  
paintbrush 
 

Help child cut out a paper heart large enough for them 
to place their hands side-by-side on the heart; glue 
heart to larger piece of paper.  Paint child's hands with 
paint and help them put handprints on the paper heart. 
After the it is dry, finish by writing a special sentiment 
on the card.  Suggested text:  Here are my little 
handprints, especially for you.  They 
make a pretty card and say, "I love 
you, too!" 
 
 
 

Heart Friends 
Materials:  assorted colors of construction paper; glue 
sticks; markers 
 

Cut out hearts of all different sizes.  Encourage your 
child to use the shapes to make a different creature.  
(Examples: hearts in a row to make a caterpillar, heart 
upside down to make a mouse face).  Glue shapes  
together and use markers to 
add details. 

Counting Hearts 
Here's a heart.  
 (Curve pointer fingers toward each other, touch 
 them together and touch thumbs together to 
 make a heart shape.) 
And here's a heart.  
 (Repeat first action.) 
A great big heart I see.  
 (Hold hands over head, pointed down to make 
 an even larger heart shape.) 
Can you count them? 
Are you ready? 
One ! (Repeat first action.) Two! (Repeat) Three! 
 

Mama’s Heart & Daddy’s, & Auntie’s... 
Mama’s heart is yellow 
Mama’s heart is green 
They’re the prettiest hearts I’ve ever seen. 
Mama’s heart is red 
Mama’s heart is blue 
Mama’s heart is purple 
They say, “I love you.” 
 Repeat with Daddy, Auntie, Friend, etc. 
 

If You Love Me and You Know It 
(tune: “If You’re Happy and You Know It”) 
If you love me and you know it, clap your hands. 
If you love me and you know it, clap your hands. 
If you love me and you know it, 
Then your face will surely show it. 
If you love me and you know it, clap your hands. 
 

Other verses: 
…Blow me a kiss. 
…Give me a hug. 
…Say “I love you.” 
 

Roses Are Red 
Roses are red, 
Violets are blue, 
Sugar is sweet, 
And so are you! 
 

Love Your Pets 
Love, love, love your pets, 
Love them every day. 
Give them food and water too, 
And let them run and play! 

Every Child Ready to Read @ Your Library® 
Learning to read begins before your child starts school.   
Help your children develop early literacy skills now; this makes it 
easier for children to learn to read once they begin school.  
Five of the best ways to help your child get ready to read are:  

  
 
 
 
If you would like more information, please ask the staff in the 
children’s area. 

Every Child Ready to Read® is a project of the Association for Library Service to 
Children and the Public Library Association, divisions of the American Library 
Association. 

 Talking 
 Singing 
 Reading 
 Writing 

 Playing 


