
Dear Parents: 
Today we used some of these books, fingerplays, and 
other materials in our toddler and preschool storytimes.   
Please continue helping your child develop a love for 
books and reading by sharing these rhymes, books, and 
other activities with your child. 

Books To Share 
 

D Is for Dragon Dance  

by Ying Chang Compestine 
 

My First Chinese New Year 

by Karen Katz 
 

Celebrate Chinese New Year 

by Carolyn Otto 
 

Dragon Dancing  

by Carole Lexa Schaefer 
 

Goldy Luck and the Three Pandas 

by Natasha Yim 
 

Race For the Chinese Zodiac 

by Gabrielle Wang 
 

Round Is a Mooncake 

by Roseanne Thong 
 

The Runaway Wok: A Chinese New Year Tale 

by Ying Chang Compestine 
 

A New Year’s Reunion 

by Yu Li-Qiong 
 

A Gift 

by Yong Chen 
 

Red Is a Dragon  

by Roseanne Thong 
 

 
 

 

Fun With Fingerplays and Songs 
 

Chinese Hello Song 
(Tune: “The Farmer in the Dell”) 

Let’s wave and say “ni hao (nee how),” 

Let’s wave and say “ni hao.” 

Let’s say “hello” to all our friends, 

Let’s wave and say “ni hao.” 

 

Dragon, Dragon 
(Tune:  “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star”) 

Dragon, dragon, dance around. 

Dragon, dragon, touch the ground. 

Dragon, dragon, shake your head. 

Dragon, dragon, point to red. 

Dragon, dragon, stamp your feet. 

Dragon, dragon, run down the street! 
 

Happy, Happy New Year 

(Tune: “Frere Jacques”) 

Chinese dragon, Chinese dragon,  

Breathing fire, breathing fire. 

Happy, happy new year, 

Happy, happy new year! 

Gung hay fat choy, 

Gung hay fat choy!  

 

Gung Hay Fat Choy 
(Tune: “Happy Birthday”) 

Happy Gung Hay Fat Choy, 

Happy Gung Hay Fat Choy, 

Happy New Year, everyone, 

Happy Gung Hay Fat Choy! 
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Other Fun Things 
 

Red Color Game 
Since red is seen everywhere at Chinese New Year’s 

time, use the celebration to review the color.  Here are 

a few things to try. 

 Select items of red clothing to wear; encourage 

your children to do the same.   

 Play an “I Spy” game with your children looking 

for red objects. 

 Go for a “Red Walk,” pointing out everything red 

that you see. 
 

Animal Acting 
Act out the Chinese New Year animals with your child 

(pig, rat, ox, tiger, rabbit, dragon, snake, horse, sheep, 

monkey, rooster, and dog).   
 

Ribbon Dancing 
Give child a 2” x 4’ ribbon strip.  Play music, and 

dance with the ribbon by moving the ribbon up, down, 

and around. 
 

Snack Ideas 
Here are some ideas to try for Chinese New Year’s 

snacking. 

 Chinese pot stickers 

 Tangerine sections (for good luck) 

 Chinese noodles (represent long life) 

 Fortune cookies 

Use red place mats and napkins for snack time. 

Lion Dance 
(Tune:  “Mary Had a Little Lamb”) 

See the lion dance and prance, 

Dance and prance, dance and prance. 

See the lion dance and prance, 

On Chinese New Year’s Day. 
 

Hear the firecrackers pop, pop, pop, 

Pop, pop, pop, pop, pop, pop. 

Hear the firecrackers pop, pop, pop, 

On Chinese New Year’s Day. 
 

Hear the drums go boom, boom, boom, 

Boom, boom, boom, boom, boom boom. 

Hear the drums go boom, boom, boom, 

On Chinese New Year’s Day. 
 

See the children laugh and clap, 

Laugh and clap, laugh and clap. 

See the children laugh and clap, 

On Chinese New Year’s Day 

 

Five Fortune Cookies 
Five fortune cookies waiting by the door, 

My mother ate one, and then there were four. 
 

Four fortune cookies – what’s inside?  We’ll see. 

My father ate one, and then there were three. 
 

Three little fortune cookies, with messages, it’s true, 

My sister ate one, and then there were two. 
 

Two little fortune cookies, isn’t this fun? 

My brother ate one, and then there was one. 
 

One little fortune cookie, yum yum yum, 

I ate that one, and then there were none. 
 

Let’s count those cookies in Chinese: 

Yi, er, san, si, wu! (yee, uhr, sahn, suh, woo) 

 

 

 

Every Child Ready to Read @ Your Library® 
Learning to read begins before your child starts school.   

Help your children develop early literacy skills now; this makes it 

easier for children to learn to read once they begin school.  

Five of the best ways to help your child get ready to read are:  

  
 
 
 
If you would like more information, please ask the staff in the 

children’s area. 

Every Child Ready to Read® is a project of the Association for Library Service to 
Children and the Public Library Association, divisions of the American Library 
Association. 

 Talking 

 Singing 

 Reading 

 Writing 

 Playing 


