
Dear Parents: 
Today we used some of these books, fingerplays, and 
other materials in our toddler and preschool storytimes.   
Please continue helping your child develop a love for 
books and reading by sharing these rhymes, books, and 
other activities with your child. 

Books To Share 
 

King Bidgood's in the Bathtub  
by Don & Audrey Wood 
 

Where the Wild Things Are  
by Maurice Sendak 
 

Rain Makes Applesauce  
by Julian Scheer 
 

Harold and the Purple Crayon  
by Crockett Johnson 
 

Magic Box: a Magical Story 
by Katie Cleminson 
 

Lola Loves Stories  
by Anna McQuinn  
 

Miss Smith’s Incredible Storybook 
by Michael Garland 
 

You Are a Lion! And Other Fun Yoga Poses 
By Taeeun Yoo 
 

Hank's Big Day: The  
Story of a Bug by Evan 
Kuhlman  
 

Not a Box  
by Antoinette Portis 
 

I’m a Frog 
by Mo Willems 
 

Skippyjon Jones  
by Judy Schachner 
 

 

Fun With Fingerplays and Songs 
 

Let's Pretend 
I am a spaceship --beep! beep! beep!   
(Hold index fingers at forehead for antennae.) 
I am a clown with floppy feet.  (Wiggle your feet.) 
I am a monster with big yellow eyes.  
(Circle eyes with fingers.) 
I am a bird that flies and flies. (Flap your arms.) 
I am the sun, (Circle head with arms.) 
I am the rain. (Wiggle fingers above head.) 
Then turn around -- (Turn around in place.) 
And I'm me again!  (Point to self.) 
 

I Wish I Were 
(tune: “If You're Happy and You Know It”) 
Oh, I wish I were a little juicy orange, juicy orange. 
Oh, I wish I were a little juicy orange, juicy orange. 
I'd go squirty, squirty, squirty 
Over everybody's shirty. 
Oh, I wish I were a little juicy orange, juicy orange. 
 

Oh, I wish I were a little bar of soap, bar of soap. 
Oh, I wish I were a little bar of soap, bar of soap. 
I'd go slidey, slidey, slidey 
Over everybody's body. 
Oh, I wish I were a little bar of soap, bar of soap. 
 

Oh, I wish I were a little blob of mud, blob of mud. 
Oh, I wish I were a little blob of mud, blob of mud. 
I'd go gooey, gooey, gooey 
Over everybody's shoey. 
Oh, I wish I were a little blob of mud, blob of mud. 
 

Oh, I wish I were a little cookie crumb, cookie crumb. 
Oh, I wish I were a little cookie crumb, cookie crumb. 
I'd go crumby, crumby, crumby 
Over everybody's tummy. 
Oh, I wish I were a little cookie crumb, cookie crumb. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Dear Parents and Caregivers: 
Our Toddler and Preschool storytimes celebrate the diversity of people, 
places, and more through books, fingerplays, and other materials.  Please 
continue helping your child develop a love for the world around them and 
a love for books and reading by sharing these rhymes, books, and other 
activities with your child. To learn more about our Storytime Values, 
please see https://read.poudrelibraries.org/kids/storytime.cfm 



  Old Town Library  
201 Peterson   

 

 
 
 
 

Council Tree Library 
2733 Council Tree Avenue  

 

Harmony Library 
4616 South Shields 

 
A joint-use facility of  

Front Range Community College  
and Poudre River Public Library District 

 
 
 
 

www.PoudreLibraries.org 
221.6740       

Reasonable accommodations will be made for access to programs for  
people with disabilities. Please call 221.6740 for assistance. 

Updated 7/19 

Other Fun Things 
 

Dress-Up Box 
Fill a large box or plastic tub with old toys, shirts, shoes, 
hats, jewelry, scarves, purses, Halloween costumes, etc.  
Your child can mix and match items to become all sorts of 
characters. 
 

Create-a-Critter 
Fill a bag with crafting odds and ends (rick rack, felt, fabric, 
sequins, pipe cleaners, google eyes, any crafting extras you 
have around the house).   
Provide glue, tape, and other fasteners and have child use 
his/her imagination to create a whole new critter from those 
items. 
 

Box of Imagination 
Label a large box and help your child find interesting 
things to fill it with (like old electronics, camera 
gear, tools, or jewelry).  Whether traveling on a space-
ship or chasing pirates, the box of imagination will 
have just the right thing to fuel your child’s  
imagination! 

Down by the Bay 
Down by the bay where the watermelons grow, 
Back to my home, I dare not go. 
For if I do my mother will say,  
"Did you ever see a fly wearing a tie?"  
Down by the bay. 
 

Down by the bay where the watermelons grow,  
Back to my home, I dare not go.  
For if I do my mother will say,  
"Did you ever see a bear combing his hair?"  
Down by the bay.  
 

Down by the bay where the watermelons grow,  
Back to my home, I dare not go.  
For if I do, my mother will say  
"Did you ever see a moose kissing a goose?"  
Down by the bay. 
 

Down by the bay where the watermelons grow, 
Back to my home, I dare not go.  
For if I do my mother will say,  
"Did you ever see a whale with a polka dot tail?"  
Down by the bay.  
 

Down by the bay where the watermelons grow,  
Back to my home, I dare not go.  
For if I do my mother will say,  
"Did you ever see a llama wearing pajamas?"  
Down by the bay.  

 
Animal Wishes 
(Act out each animal.) 
Make a wish, make a wish, what do you want to be? 
I wish I was a shiny fish, swimming in the sea. 
I wish I was a great big eagle, flying through the air. 
I wish I was a monkey, swinging without a care. 
I wish I was an elephant, I'd swing my trunk like this. 
I wish I was a slithery snake, I would hiss and hiss. 
I wish I was a lion, I'd throw back my head and roar. 
I wish I was a butterfly, I'd spread my wings and soar. 
But of all the things that I wish to be, 
The thing I like the best is...me! 
 
 

Every Child Ready to Read @ Your Library® 
Learning to read begins before your child starts school.   
Help your children develop early literacy skills now; this makes it 
easier for children to learn to read once they begin school.  
Five of the best ways to help your child get ready to read are:  

  
 
 
If you would like more information, please ask the staff in the 
children’s area. 

Every Child Ready to Read® is a project of the Association for Library Service to 
Children and the Public Library Association, divisions of the American Library 
Association. 

 Talking 
 Singing 
 Reading 

 Writing 
 Playing 


