
Dear Parents: 
Today we used some of these books, fingerplays, and 
other materials in our toddler and preschool storytimes .   
Please continue helping your child develop a love for 
books and reading by sharing these rhymes, books, and 
other activities with your child. 

Books To Share 
 

Mr. Gumpy’s Motor Car  

by John Burningham 
 

Down by the Station  

by Will Hillenbrand 
 

Wake Up Engines 

by Denise Dowling Mortensen 
 

Wheels on the Bus  

by Raffi  
 

Cars Galore  

by Peter Stein 
 

Trashy Town  

by Andrea Zimmerman 
 

Seals on the Bus 

by Lenny Hort 
 

My Bus 

by Byron Barton 
 

Night Light 

by Nicholas Blechman 
 

H Is For Honk! 

by Catherine Ipcizade 
 

Cool Cars 

by Tony Mitton 
 

Busy Boats 

by Susan Steggall 

Fun With Fingerplays and Songs 
 

Helping Mommy Drive 
(Suit actions to words.) 

Open the car door. Climb inside. 

I get to help Mommy drive. 

Fasten seatbelt. Shut the door. 

Start the motor. Hear it roar. 

Brr! Brr! Brr! Turn the corner, step on the gas. 

If the road is clear, we may pass. 

 

Safety 
Red says STOP. 

(Hold right hand in “stop” gesture.) 

And green says GO. 

(Extend right hand with index finger pointed.) 

Yellow says WAIT: 

You’d better go slow! 

(With index finger draw a line across your chest from 

right to left.) 

When I reach a crossing place, 

(Cross arms at wrists.) 

To left and right I turn my face. 

(Turn head left, then right.) 

I walk, not run, across the street, 

(Demonstrate walking.) 

And use my head to guide my feet. 

(Point to head, then feet.) 

 

Row, Row, Row Your Boat 
Row, row, row your boat, 

Gently down the stream. 

Merrily, merrily, merrily, merrily, 

Life is but a dream. 

 



Old Town Library  

201 Peterson   
 

 
 
 

  Council Tree Library 

2733 Council Tree Avenue  
 

Harmony Library 

4616 South Shields 
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Other Fun Things 
 

Airplane 
Need: paper towel tubes, 3 craft sticks 

Directions:  

1. Take a paper towel tube & cut 1/2 through it about 

3 inches from the front.  Next cut 1/2 way through 

again about 2 inches further down. 

2. Remove this section of the tubing (top half). Glue a 

second towel tube in opening to form a “T”.  

3. Cut a slit in the end of the body tube and insert a 

slightly smashed toilet paper tube.  

4. Paint. Use two craft sticks to make an “X” as the  

propeller. Use the other craft stick broken in half as 

landing gear. 
 

Car Air Freshener 
Need: Thin cardboard, marker, scissors, scraps of felt 

in different colors, tacky glue, clear essential oil  

(non-alcoholic perfume), string 

Directions: 

 Draw a shape or trace a large cookie cutter on a 

piece of cardboard. 

 Cut out the shape. Use it to trace and cut out two 

replicas of felt. 

 Glue one felt piece on either side of the cardboard. 

Add felt decorations. 

 Rub 10 - 15 drops of essential oil onto the felt. 

 Poke a hole in the top, thread with string. 
 

My Bicycle 
One wheel, two wheels on the ground; 

(Revolve hand in forward circle to form each wheel.) 

My feet make the pedals go round and round. 

(Move feet in pedaling motion.) 

Handle bars help me steer so straight, 

(Pretend to steer bicycle.) 

Down the sidewalk, through the gate.  

 

Down by the Station 
Down by the station, early in the morning, 

See the little puffer-bellies all in a row. 

(Point to imaginary train cars in a row.) 

Hear the station master shouting, “All aboard now!” 

(Cup hands to mouth.) 

Chug! Chug! Toot! Toot! 

(Bend elbows and chug. Pull whistle.) 

Off we go. 

 

The Wheels on the Bus 
The wheels on the bus go round and round, 

Round and round, round and round. 

The wheels on the bus go round and round, 

All through the town. 
 

Additional verses:  

The people on the bus go up and down… 

The wipers on the bus go swish… 

The horn on the bus goes beep… 

The money on the bus goes plink… 

The babies on the bus go, “Waa… 

The parents on the bus go, “Shh… 

The driver on the bus says, “Move on back… 

The doors on the bus go open and shut… 

 

Every Child Ready to Read @ Your Library® 
Learning to read begins before your child starts school.   

Help your children develop early literacy skills now; this makes it 

easier for children to learn to read once they begin school.  

Five of the best ways to help your child get ready to read are:  

  
 
 
 
If you would like more information, please ask the staff in the 

children’s area. 

Every Child Ready to Read® is a project of the Association for Library Service to 
Children and the Public Library Association, divisions of the American Library 
Association. 

 Talking 

 Singing 

 Reading 

 Writing 

 Playing 


